Writing Vocabulary |
How to Help Your Child Learn to Write Words

Children need to learn how to write words. This may sound simple but young
children need to first learn how to write the individual letters, including which
direction the letters go. For example, some children may write letters
backwards. They may confuse "b" with "d” or "p” with "q.”

Once children can write the individual letters, T‘hey need to learn _How fo put
letters together from left to right to make words. The number of words a child
can write is what teachers call their Writing Vocabulary.

Writing vocabulary is important because children need to learn how to write
letters and words before they can learn how to write sentences and stories.

There are many fun games you can play with your children to help them learn to
write words. Here are just a few ideas:
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| Kindergarten and 1st Grade

Does the Furniture Have a Name?

When young children are first learning to write and spell, it is
helpful if they can match words to the things they go with. For this
activity, help your child write names or labels for things around the
house. For example, he could write "stove” or “couch”.

If your child is still learning how o write letters, have him write
the first letter of the word instead of the whole word. If he wants
to label the stove, he could write, "s”, on a piece of paper and put it
on the stove. If he can write words, help him think of things to
name and let him write the words. For example, he can write the
word "table" on a piece of paper and put this word on the table. It's
okay if it's not spelled right.

Some other examples of things found around the home: wall, door, shelf, chair, books,

\_ refrigerator, bathroom, closet or garage. )
~
A Card for Every Season
Grandmas, Grandpas, Uncles, Aunts and friends enjoy
getting cards made by children. Having your child make
a card for someone is also a great way to practice
writing. It can be a birthday card, a get well card, a
holiday card, or just a card to say hello. Have her fold a
piece of paper in half and draw a picture on the front.
Ask her what she would like to say on the card. If she
needs help writing the words, there are two ways you can
help her. You can write the words for her on a separate piece of paper so she can copy
them onto the card. Or, you can use a light colored marker to write on the card so she can
trace over your words. Don't forget to have her write her name on the card. Show your
child how you write the name and address of the person you are sending it to in the middle
of the envelope and her name and address in the top left corner. Have her help you put a
stamp on it and put it in the mailbox.
. J
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When your child can write simple words on his own, try this activity for more
writing practice:
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I Can Write Letters

AIIL_}_‘\ """"""""""""""""""""" WenT OUT To p'ay.

oy went out to play.

BH -------------------------------- went up the tree.

O """""""""""""""""" went up The tree

""" . wahted to see.

d" """"""""""""""""" wanted to see.




I Can Write Letters

G:‘\ """ ,',f """"""""""""""" l ear‘ned to Sk'

Q‘I}“""\: """"""""""""""""""""""" Iear‘ned TO Ski'

—-l:‘-': """"""""""""""""""""" went to the beach.

q* """""""""""""""""" went to the beach.




I Can Write Letters

I ---------- -------------------------- told a lie.

I ---------------------------- told a lie.

------------------------------ had a good day.
Y g Y

IO ------------------------------------- had a good day.

y !

/<§r'<\\ """"""""""""""""" Wan"-ed TO STGY-

. r(“ ------------------------------------- wanted to stay.
--------------------------------------- rang the bell.
------------------------------------------- rang the bell.




I Can Write Letters

Mé\\”’/g ------------------------ fOund a gem.

ey found a gem.
‘\J """"""""""""""""" counted to ten.

Q‘I;‘*\‘ """"""""""""""""""""" WGnTed TO know‘
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saw a bee.

D ----------------------------- saw a bee.




I Can Write Letters

""'i;"“;";‘ """"""""""""""" was playing too.

Q" """""""" R was playing too.

QL( --------------------------------- drove the car.

r ......... o drove the car.

--8—--;’"%‘% ------------------------ made G mess'

_S ----------------------------------- made a mess.

T -------------------------- lost the key.

~|» ---------- * ------------------------- lost the key.




I Can Write Letters

UE\ ------ E """""""""""""""""""" likes blue.

‘u;‘:f ------------------------------ 'ikes blue‘
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>< """"""""""""""""" played with Rex.

X -------------------------------- played with Rex.




I Can Write Letters

was very shy.

e was very shy.
7

ZII/, -------- POinTCd aT me°

AV A pointed at me.
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Grocery List




I Can Write Letters

went out to play.

went out to play.

--------------------------------------------------- went up the tfree.

----------------------------------------------- went up the tree.

------------------------------------------------ came to find me.

--------------------------------------------------- came to find me.

----------------------------------------------- wanted to see.

----------------------------------------------- wanted to see.




I Can Write Letters

"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" learned to ski.

"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" learned to ski.

went to the beach.

went to the beach.




I Can Write Letters

""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" told a lie.

""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" told a lie.

-------------------------------------------------- had a good day.

had a good day.

---------------------------------------------- wanted to stay.

--------------------------------------------------- wanted to stay.

rang the bell.

rang the bell.




I Can Write Letters

found a gem.

found a gem.

-------------------------------------------------- counted to ten.

----------------------------------------------- counted to ten.

--------------------------------------------------- wanted to know.

--------------------------------------------------- wanted to know.

saw a bee.

saw a bee.




I Can Write Letters

was playing too.

was playing too.

--------------------------------------------------- drove the car.

------------------------------------------------- drove the car.

------------------------------------------------ made a mess.

--------------------------------------------------- made a mess.

lost the key.

lost the key.




I Can Write Letters

likes blue.

likes blue.

------------------------------------------------- swam in the sea.

------------------------------------------------ swam in the sea.

ate some stew.

--------------------------------------------------- ate some stew.

played with Rex.

played with Rex.




I Can Write Letters

was very shy.

was very shy.

--------------------------------------------------- pointed at me.

------------------------------------------------ pointed at me.




Grocery List
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